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affected both the edge of the plateau and the land lying to
the south of it.
During the Carboniferous period, depression of the land in
the Lower and Stony Tunguska river basins, and invasion by
the Carboniferous sea, continued in the Permian period,
resulted in the formation of the Tungus coal basin. This
region remains as a relatively low part of the plateau.
The Caledonian mountain-building processes were respon-
sible for the*formation of the following mountain formations:
(i) The Vilui and Potorana Highlands in the north; (2) the
Yenessei Heights, which rise steeply to more than 3500 feet
above the right bank of the middle Yenessei; (3) the outer
highlands of the Sayan system, rising to over 6000 feet
between the Upper Yenessei and Angara rivers; (4) the
highlands on either side of the upper Lena (1000 to 3000 feet);
(5) the mountain and plateau country lying to the north of
Lake Baikal, between the upper Lena and the source of the
river Aldan (1200 to 6000 feet); (6) the Tungus Mountains
and their extension across the watershed between the Lower
Tunguska and Vilui rivers (2000 to 3400 feet).
The remainder of the plateau varies in height from 900
to 1200 feet above sea-level.
It should be noticed that many of the mountains do not
reach very great altitudes, arid when we take into considera-
tion the fact that they rise from a plateau surface the altitude
of which may be 1000 feet or more, it will be clear that the
relative height of the mountains is not very great. Mountains
formed in early times also exhibit rounded heights or plateau
surfaces, rather than steep crests and peaks.
The Sayanid System of Highlands. This system of highlands
extends from the upper Amu Darya basin, ill the west, to
the watershed between the river Aldan and the river Zeya
(a tributary of the Amur) in the east. It separates the Soviet
Union from Mongolia.
The ancient rocks of this system, folded and dislocated
in Caledonian times, in some parts uplifted and rejuvenated
at a later period, in others peneplained, show a general
independence of the original direction of the mountain chains